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EDITOEIAL COMMENT 

TREATIES OF ARBITRATION SINCE THE FIRST HAGUE CONFERENCE 

Eeaders of Mr. Holl's excellent volume on the Peace Conference at 
The Hague will recall that the First Conference attempted to frame and 
secure the adoption of a treaty of arbitration by which the nations bound 
themselves to arbitrate a carefully selected list of subjects. It is well 
known that this attempt failed, owing to the opposition of Germany. 
As a compromise article 19 of the convention for the peaceful adjustment 
of international differences was adopted : 

Independently of existing general or special treaties imposing the obligation 
to have recourse to arbitration on the part of any of the signatory powers, 
these powers reserve to themselves the right to conclude, either before the rati- 
fication of the present convention or subsequent to that date, new agreements, 
general or special, with a view of extending the obligation to submit contro- 
versies to arbitration to all cases which they consider suitable for such sub- 
mission. [Eeenacted in 1907 as article 40.] 

The article did not seem at the time to be of any special importance 
and it was generally looked upon as useless because independent and sov- 
ereign states possess the right without special reservation to conclude 



